
 
 

 The most powerful person in ancient Egypt was the pharaoh.  The pharaoh was 

the political and religious leader of the Egyptian people, holding the titles: 'Lord of the 

Two Lands' and 'High Priest of Every Temple'.  

As 'Lord of the Two Lands' the pharaoh was the ruler of Upper and Lower Egypt. 

He owned all of the land, made laws, collected taxes, and defended Egypt against 

foreigners.  

As 'High Priest of Every Temple', the pharaoh represented the gods on Earth. He 

performed rituals and built temples to honor the gods. 

Many pharaohs went to war when their land was threatened or when they wanted 

to control foreign lands.  If the pharaoh won the battle, the conquered people had to 

recognize the Egyptian pharaoh as their ruler and offer him the finest and most valuable 

goods from their land.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Slavery in ancient Egypt was different from the kind of slavery we have come to 

recognize. Egyptian slaves were more like the indentured servants. They were able to 

buy or work their way to freedom, and were usually well cared for.  

They could hold important advisory positions in government, and there were 

several well-known slaves who became high officials in the Pharaoh's court. Prisoners 

of war or captives were sent to work in the various mines which Egypt owned. Contrary 

to popular belief, the Pyramids were not built by slave labor. They were built by paid 

workers who were proud of their work. They even put their names and those of their 

work teams on the insides of the stone blocks. Workers were also allowed to build their 

own tombs within sight of the Pyramid. This was considered quite an honor.  

In those ancient times, it is said that; "You were better off as a slave in Egypt 

than as a free but poor person anywhere else." 
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Craftsmen in ancient Egypt were usually trained and skilled laborers. They were 

often well-respected in the community and had a comfortable lifestyle. Yet every 

craftsman's lifestyle and social standing depended on the quality of his skills and 

experience. Thus, some craftsmen had more difficult lives than others.  

Most craftsmen worked in workshops with other craftsmen. Objects for temples 

or the pharaoh were made in temple workshops or palace workshops. Objects for 

ordinary people were made by local craftsmen in small workshops. 

The ancient Egyptians made many different types of jewelry. Craftsmen created 

necklaces, bracelets, collars, earrings and more from gold, stones and glass.  Some 

craftsmen worked in workshops making furniture. The furniture that was made in these 

workshops was usually for wealthy people or the pharaoh. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
One bright morning in ancient Egypt, a nobleman woke up in a bed covered in 

fine linen sheets. He saw the cabinet where his clothes were kept, his wife's cosmetic 

box, and a lamp for lighting the room in the evening.  His thoughts were disturbed by the 

servant who entered the room. The servant helped him to wash and shave.  Then, the 

nobleman dressed in a kilt made of fine linen and sandals made of leather. 

Meanwhile, the nobleman's wife got up.  She washed and dressed with the help 

of another servant. The nobleman's wife wore a dress made of fine linen and jewelry 

made of glass. She applied some kohl to her eyelids and went downstairs.  

The nobleman and his wife had a small meal of bread and fruit. They sat on 

cushions and ate from a low table. Then, the nobleman left the house for an 

appointment with the overseer of his lands. The nobleman's wife supervised the 

preparations for the banquet they were hosting that evening. Her children were dressed 

and fed, then brought to her by a servant.  

Later in the afternoon the nobleman's wife began preparing for the evening 

banquet.  They ate the finest meats, breads, cakes, wine, figs and dates. They were 

entertained by musicians and dancing girls. At the end of the evening, they said 

goodnight to their guests and went to bed. 
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One bright morning in ancient Egypt, a farmer woke up in a bed covered in a 

coarse linen sheet that had been woven by his wife.  He saw the shelf where his clothes 

were kept and a basket.  The farmer got out of bed and washed and shaved.  Then, he 

dressed in a kilt made of coarse linen and sandals made of reeds.  

The farmer's wife was already awake. She had washed and dressed in the early 

morning light. Then she had gone into the next room to wake the children and begin her 

daily chores.  She wore a dress made of coarse linen. Around her neck was an amulet 

of the goddess Tawaret on a piece of papyrus string.  

The farmer, his wife and their children sat down to a small meal of bread and 

fruit. They sat on a bench and ate on reed mats. Then, the farmer got up and went to 

work in the fields near his house. His wife lit the cooking fire and began grinding the 

wheat to make bread. 

In the evening, the farmer's wife prepared a small dinner of bread, meat and beer 

for her family. As it grew dark outside, the farmer lit the small oil lamp. The farmer and 

his wife put  their children to bed, blew out the lamp and went to sleep. 
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